podium pumilio was seen in two neighbouring places in the montane deciduous forest belt, in man-made, somewhat trampled and nitrified habitats amidst forest dominated by Quercus cerris var. gussonei Borzì; associated ruderal species included Ch. vulvaria L. The species belongs to the Australian Ch. sect. Orthosporum and is widespread in Australia. It has spread to various parts of the world especially with wool, and during the last few decades it has become naturalised in several Mediterranean countries, including Portugal, Spain and Greece (Akeroyd in Tutin & al., Fl. Eur., ed. 2, 1: 112. 1993 ; Uotila & Tan in Phitos & al., Fl. Hellen. 1: 120-121. 1997 ). In its Sicilian locality the species was very scant, perhaps but recently introduced; its status is therefore that of an alien not yet fully established. However it is likely to become established, as the plants bore ripe seeds. The species has possibly been overlooked or confused with other aromatic Chenopodium species, Ch. ambrosioides L. in particular, in Sicily and elsewhere. Tutin & al., Fl. Eur. 4: 133. 1976; Pignatti, Fl. Ital. 3: 40-41. 1982 , 11.7.1958, Kitanov & Petrov (SO) . -The species, not mentioned for Albania by Richardson (in Tutin & al., Fl. Eur. 4: 56. 1976) , is included in Albanian basic floras (Demiri, Fl. Eksk. Shqipërisë: 433. 1983; Qosja & al., Fl. Shqipërisë 3: 275. 1996) (Feinbrun-Dothan, Fl. Palaest. 4: 270. 1986; Feinbrun-Dothan & Danin, Anal. Fl. Eretz Israel, 1991) . It seems to have been noticed first by Moshe Koren, who collected it more than 20 years ago but failed to attract the attention of botanists at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv University. The description of Ph. frutescens (Scholz in Taxon 45: 253. 1996 ) and the recent paper on its occurrence all over Greece (Scholz & Böhling in Willdenowia 30: 251-258. 2000) prompted a study on the identity of reeds in Israel. Two specimens of Ph. frutescens from northern Israel were determined by Scholz. Comparison with a terrestrial form of genuine Ph. australis from the southern Dead Sea Valley, determined by Scholz as well, revealed good diagnostic characters to differentiate the two species. Essentially, Ph. australis functions as a geophyte or hemicryptophyte that produces new culms about the end of March to replace those that carried panicles last year; the sterile culms, when undisturbed, keep carrying leaves but do not produce axillary branches (damaged culms, e.g. as at roadsides, develop side branches with small spinescent leaves); the lower nodes of old culms are hidden by the leaf sheaths of the previous year, for the lamina is shed from an abscission line along the ligule, i.e. the base of the leaf lamina. Ph. frutescens, by the look of its above ground parts in April and May, is a rhizomatous chamaephyte or phanerophyte, with new culms sprouting of from the underground rhizome in June-July; the previous year's panicles are subtended by slowly dying and sometime overtopping old leaves and by newly produced lateral branches carrying
